
Paul W. Taylor (1950-2026) 

Paul W. Taylor passed away peacefully in March 2026 in Seattle, after 
a brief illness with pancreatic cancer. 

Born in Bellingham, Washington, Paul spent much of his childhood 
on Samish Island, a place that remained part of the story of who he 
was. He graduated from Burlington-Edison High School, where he 
lettered in basketball, football, and track. Basketball, in particular, 
stayed close to his heart throughout his life, and he was proud to help 
lead Burlington-Edison to the state tournament in his senior year. He 
was later inducted into the Burlington-Edison Athletic Hall of Fame. 
Just as meaningful to him were the lasting friendships he kept with 
many classmates for more than 50 years. 

Paul's love of learning and service led him to the United States Air 
Force Academy in Colorado Springs, where he earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Geography. He later continued his education at 
Arizona State University, earning both a Master of Arts in Geography 
and his Juris Doctor. 

Paul served his country for three decades in the United States Air 
Force, on active duty and in the reserves, retiring with the rank of 
Colonel. He began as a pilot and flight instructor before finding his 
calling in the law as a Judge Advocate (JAG). His military career took 
him to Arizona, Alabama, Korea, California, and Washington. While 
stationed in Korea, he met his former wife, Carol Taylor, who also 
served in the military and is the mother of his two daughters. 

As a military attorney, Paul was one of only 21 Air Force Circuit Trial 
Counsels worldwide, trying cases throughout the western United 
States and Pacific region. He also served during Desert Shield and 
Desert Storm and later helped coordinate Air Force disaster relief 
efforts after major hurricanes. Over the course of his service, he held a 



number of important roles, including trial counsel, staff judge 
advocate, and Emergency Preparedness Liaison Officer to FEMA. He 
brought steadiness, intelligence, and a deep sense of duty to each of 
them. 

Paul loved telling stories about his time in the Air Force, from the 
time he was a cadet in the Air Force Academy to his final years as 
Liaison Officer to FEMA. One of Paul's favorite stories involved his 
appearance on the television series Forensic Files. As an Air Force 
prosecutor, he helped prosecute a murder case at George Air Force 
Base in 1984. More than two decades later, the case became the 
subject of the 2005 Forensic Files episode "Strong Impressions," and 
Paul was interviewed for the program. He loved talking about the case 
and could usually tell a much richer version of the story than what 
appeared on television. Nothing amused him more than hearing from 
someone who had unexpectedly spotted him on television and called 
to say, "Paul, I saw you on TV last night." 

After returning to Skagit County to raise his family, Paul built a 
respected legal career that spanned more than four decades. As owner 
and president of the Law Office of Paul W. Taylor, he focused on civil 
litigation, real estate, land use, and business law. He was known not 
only for his professionalism and deep knowledge of the law, but also 
for the care he showed his clients and the generosity with which he 
shared his time and expertise with friends and community members. 
Paul stayed involved in his community throughout his life, including 
through his service with SPARC (Skagit Preschool and Resource 
Center) and the Burlington-Edison Alumni Foundation. He also 
maintained longstanding personal and professional ties within Native 
American communities in the region, relationships that reflected the 
respect and care he brought to others. 



Outside of work, Paul brought energy, humor, and a competitive spirit 
to the things he loved. He played basketball for decades until knee 
replacements finally took him off the court, and he later brought that 
same spirit to golf and weekly trivia. He loved history and geography, 
especially the Civil War, and enjoyed karaoke nights where favorites 
like New York, New York and Don't Stop Believin' were often part of 
the lineup. He also enjoyed his salmon fishing trips up in Alaska with 
close friends. Paul will be remembered for his generosity, warmth, 
quick wit, and sense of humor. He treasured lifelong friendships, 
including those with his Air Force Academy squadron and his 
Burlington-Edison classmates, and he made a point of staying 
connected through reunions and the years in between. He continued 
working in the profession he loved until his illness, never quite ready 
to step away from a life of purpose and connection. 

More than anything, Paul loved being a father and took deep pride in 
his daughters, who were among the greatest joys of his life. 

Paul is survived by his wife, Lucy; his former wife, Carol; and his 
daughters, Jennifer and Kat. He was preceded in death by his parents, 
Patricia and Bill, and his older brother, Jim 

 


