
 

 

Illustrious Classmates, 

Tom Butler, CS-10, reports he is still flying the Hawker bizjet for a charter company, Jet The World. Last 
year he was awarded the Wright Brothers master Pilot Safety award for 50 years of accident-free 
aviation experience. Quite an illustrious achievement! Tom enjoyed a proud moment in November when 
his son, Lt Col Brian Butler, celebrated his retirement from the Air Force after 29 years of service. His last 
assignment was as a C-17 IP at the NATO Heavy Airlift Wing based at Papa, Hungary. Who’d a-thunk in 
1973 we’d ever have a base in Hungary? 

 

At the other end of the career spectrum, John 
Eisenhart’s, CS-01, daughter Isabella, USAFA Class of 
2028, celebrated her 18th birthday in November. 

 

Right: The Eisenhart family: Hannah, John, Claudia, 
Isabella 

 

Isabella (center) surrounded by Class of 2028 classmates for her 18th birthday celebration 

 



 

 

Half a dozen Thirsty Third members and several of their wives got together in Kentucky 20-24 Oct for a 
Bourbon Trail experience. A great time had by all, visiting six distilleries over three days. They reported 
they left plenty of bourbon behind for future visitors, but I have no independent confirmation. 

Thirsty Third on the Kentucky Bourbon Trail. L-R: Rob Horton, Jim Buckley, Bob Linnell, Jim Lemons, Rob 
Haylock, Fran Love 

Thanks to Rob Horton, CS-03, for forwarding 
the picture (right) of Steve Anderson, also CS-
03, in front of a display case about Air Force 
Hockey at the Excel Energy Center in St. Paul, 
MN, home of the Minnesota Wild. The plaque 
in the upper left is a tribute to Army-Air Force 
Hockey rivalry. The one in the center mentions 
illustrious classmate and Rob and Steve’s 
squadronmate Dave Skalko: “An early [USAFA] 
star was Gilbert, Minnesota native Dave Skalko 
who led the nation in scoring in 1971-72.” 
Illustrious, indeed. But “early” star? We’re 
getting old.                                                                             Steve Anderson at AFA Hockey “shrine” at 
                                                                                                          Excel Energy Center, St. Paul, MN 
 



 

 

 

John Rabins, CS-34, has just published his third book—Spiritual Musings 
from the Headlines of a Newspaper: A Biblical Compass for Christians 
Navigating a Culture of Lies. 

The book offers a thoughtful and bold guide for Christians seeking clarity in 
a world of confusion. Tackling today’s most controversial issues—such as 
gender identity, abortion, skin color, and entitlement mentality—John uses 
Scripture to expose the deceptions that often dominate cultural 
conversations. Each chapter is insightful, engaging, and filled with practical 
wisdom for navigating modern challenges while remaining grounded in 
God’s truth. This book is a timely resource for those wanting to stand strong 
in their faith while ministering with love and grace in a divided world. 

Spiritual Musings is dedicated to one of John’s most impactful life 
mentors—Brigadier General (ret) Orwyn “O” Sampson—who recruited him 
for the Academy gymnastics team 57 years ago. O continued to mentor John 
until O’s passing on December 27th of last year. Remarkably, the book was published just two weeks 
before this hero of John’s died. 

 

Now, from 2nd Squadron. 

 

 

 

 

Steve and Kimberly Dalrymple, CS-02, at the 
Army game in November. 

 

 

 

 

 

Don Rightmyer, also CS-02, sent me an email recounting some of the interesting things he got to do as 
the cadet chairman of the USAFA Heritage Committee when he was a firstie. I include them here for a 
behind-the-scenes look at some stuff that happened—or didn’t happen—while we were cadets. 



 

 

As the Heritage Committee chairman, Don spent a lot of time with the Commandant, Brig Gen Galligan. 
Gen Galligan was trying to get a Convair B-58 Hustler brought from Davis-Monthan to USAFA and bent 
Don’s ear endlessly on the topic. The general was finally notified that due to the way the B-58 was 
constructed, it could not be carried on a MAC aircraft. Too bad! It would have been something to have a 
B-58 on the Terrazzo! 

Don was present when the Gimbel Collection—over 20,000 items tracing the history of human flight 
from Babylonian cuneiform seals to the Wright brothers aviation developments and beyond—was 
presented to the Cadet Library.  Charles Lindbergh was supposed to have been there but unfortunately 
had to cancel. If you haven’t been to the Clark Special Collections (named after our Supt, Lt Gen Alfred P. 
Clark) at the Library, I highly recommend it next time you’re out. 

Don was the Cadet Wing representative when the Minuteman III was dedicated at the Field House.  He 
gave a few scripted comments to receive the missile on behalf of the Cadet Wing. It was winter and he 
“like to froze to death” during the dedication. USAFA Public Affairs asked if his dedication comments 
motivated him to go into missiles. “NOT!” (He became an F-4 WSO.) Unfortunately, the Minuteman III 
has been removed because it was rusting and in danger of falling over. [Or so the official story goes. 
Stuff doesn’t rust much here in Colorado.] 

As a 2°, Don accompanied the Doolittle Raiders display case and goblets to Los Angeles for the annual 
Doolittle Raiders reunion in April 1972.  He and a firstie carried the display case in a white box—"looked 
like they were toting a coffin.” Being among the Doolittle Raiders for that weekend was an unforgettable 
experience.   

 

Here’s Tom Kennedy’s 31st Squadron quarterly update: 

Things appear quiet for our 31st Squadron Grim Reapers 
as we enter the New Year of 2025. To my knowledge, 
most have had quiet and family-filled holidays. Charlie 
and Pam Meyer were very festive in their Christmas 
attire, and Tom Kennedy (aka Santa) enjoyed a 
Christmas Eve with his grandchildren, Braden and 
Samantha LaRocca. A couple of travelers stand out: 
Mitch Mitchell and his son Howie, have in the past 52 
months visited all 63 US National Parks. All I can say, is 
“WOW!” Meanwhile, Richard and Connie Hayes have 
enjoyed another cooking vacation, this time in the 
Basque country of Spain after last year’s cooking 
vacation in Japan. 
  
  

                                                                                                           Very Christmassy Charlie and Pam Meyer. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      
Howie and Mitch Mitchell celebrate their milestone.                       
 

 

 

 

 

 

Santa Tom Kennedy with Braden & Sam 
LaRocca 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
Richard Hayes prepares for and 
enjoys his vacation in Spain. Olé! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Here’s a toast…to the host…of the men we boast!” 

Mike Arnett 
Class.Scribe.73@gmail.com 
usafa73.org 
facebook.com/groups/usafa73 
 


