Greetings, Illustrious Class of 1973!
“T” Thompson, CS-24/29, gave up the reins as the AOG President and CEO on 30 June and returned to
the Atlanta area. Thanks for your leadership and contributions to the Academy, T! But WAIT!
Apparently he’s not done! On 9 July, the National Speakers Association honored him with their highest
award, Certified Speaking Professional, at their annual conference. Congratulations, T! We look
forward to hearing from you.
Coolest input of the quarter goes to AJ Ranft, CS-11/17, about his timed, 140 MPH open-road race on
U.S. 285 between Fort Stockton and Sanderson, Texas. In his words:
“This year I thought I’d move up several classes, so I drove solo in the 140 MPH class. There were 17 cars
in the class and I was running behind another Porsche. We started with one-minute spacing for the 59
mile drive south on US Highway 285. Things were going well as I closed in on five miles from the finish
line—having maneuvered through most of the difficult turns, I was pretty much on time. However (and
unknown to me at the time), the car in front of me had caught a tire on the edge of the road, causing it
to spin at 145 MPH, exit the highway backwards on the opposite side, and slam into a power pole,
knocking it down. Emergency vehicles were immediately en route, but I was past the last flag station so I
didn’t get any warning as they came at me in the opposite direction. Luckily, I was able to avoid them by
nudging myself to the right side. I did not slow down and had a pretty successful finish—two-tenths of a
second off perfect time, good enough for second place. And although the other Porsche was totaled,
both guys were fine and were able to join the picnic later.”
Two-tenths of a second off after 59 miles, averaging 140 MPH was only good enough for second
place!?!? By my calculations, 0.2 sec at 140 MPH is only 41.1 feet. Incredible! Great job and thanks for
the writeup, AJ.
Left: AJ and his Porsche prepped to race.
Note his car’s number, a nod to the
Illustrious Class of 73.

Well, it looks like Mike Davenport, CS-07, loses his “Kid” status (see last quarter’s Class News). Dave
Muckley, CS-27, reported he turned 65 on 4 Apr 2017 and claimed “Class Youngster.” Any other
challengers?

Jack Hudson, CS-25, is in better
shape than most of us, having
completed the six-day, 366-mile
“Great Ohio Bicycle Adventure” in
mid June, along with 1500 of his
“newest best friends.” He reports
it “was an awesome 6 days!” Pic
to right, with Col (Ret) Dave Glade,
’80.

Right: (L to R) Barb and
Gene Ogilvie met up
with Johnny and Nancy
Whitaker at the Kings
Arms Pub in
Polebrook,
Northamptonshire,
UK, for a quick CS-16
Chickenhawks reunion
lunch in May. Gene is a
contractor at RAF
Molesworth and
Johnny was visiting the
former RAF Station
Polebrook site where
his dad, a B-17
bombardier, flew
missions from during
WWII. There’s info on
RAF Polebrook on
Wikipedia.

In response to the call for inputs for this column, Niner Doug Dick’s widow, Bev, sent news that she has
remarried, to Paul Trocha on 4 Jun 17. (We lost Doug to jaw cancer 7 May 2012.) From Bev: “The class
of '73 & 9th squadron in particular, has been nothing but supportive, kind and inclusive of me since
Doug's death. I hope you'll be able to share in the happiness I've found as I start a new chapter in my
life.”

From webmaster Craig MacPherson, CS-39:
“Pat and I had a wonderful time in Alaska
hosted, by Bill and Sandy McKinnis, CS-39, who
live in Eagle River. [Here’s] a picture of Bill
grilling fresh Alaskan salmon and halibut (note
short sleeves and sun!). After retiring at
Elmendorf, Bill worked as a Civil Engineer for
the state DOT. Gave us a great Alaskan
experience, including a trip to Seward in his RV
that has seen many miles of AK highway. Sandy
is still working part time, and takes 4-5 day
kayak trips with the ‘girls’ all around the
Alaskan coast line. I literally ran into a brown
bear and two cubs on the street to his house.”

“Smoke” Clark, CS-19, reports that 12 members of 19th Squadron took a 7-day cruise with their wives
on the Norwegian Escape June 16th-23rd. See pic of the guys and wives on the website. Smoke also
reports that after years of searching, he was able to contact all 36 guys who started with the class. They
now have a Yahoo group to stay in contact. 26 of the original 36 attended the last reunion, including
five who did not graduate. They’re going to try to beat that record next year. Any squadrons care to
take them on?

Above: 12 members of 19th Squadron with their wives on a 7-day Cruise on the Norwegian 16-23 Jun 17
Front Row sitting (L to R)... Natalie Mateos, Vickie Olafson Duncan, Leigh McNeil, Chong Sun Kuconis,
Nancy Hanson and Patty Clark
2nd Row ...John Duncan, Jim Mateos, Fred McNeil, John Kuconis, Karen Brown, Dave Hanson, Rosie
Aguinaldo, Leo Aguinaldo. Sherrie Maple, and Denny Maple
3rd Row ...Ron Johnson, Carol Johnson, Sharon Rogacki, John Rogacki, Smoke Clark, Dave Brown, Erik
Anderson, and Cynthia Anderson

Erik Anderson, CS-19, reported he and Cynthia live in Eastern Tennessee, just below a 13-mile section of
the Appalachian Trail that crosses Roan Mountain, Tennessee and was voted the most scenic part of the
southern part of the trail. If anyone finds themselves in that neck of the woods, he says they always have
a room upstairs for 73ers and a porch with adult beverages afterwards. Erik finally gave up the consulting
thing a couple of years ago. He says he’s still working, but now getting paid in head nods and thank yous
while volunteering 20-40 hours a week with their 27-acre community park and several other local
charities.

Bill Drury, CS-32, sent in a photo of
a recent Roadrunner mini-reunion in
the British Virgin Islands in May of
this year. The group (with wives)
chartered two boats and spent a
week sailing, snorkeling, touring,
and enjoying camaraderie and adult
beverages in the beautiful
Caribbean.
Right: CS-32 Roadrunners Bill
Drury, Charlie Clatterbaugh, Pat
Jordan, Stu Willis, and Frank
Sanchez (L to R) in the British Virgin
Islands for a bit of sun and fun.
Larry and Janie Balash, CS-40, are proud to announce the nomination of their son Joseph to serve as
Assistant Secretary of the Interior, Land and Mineral Management. Congrats!
John Rosser, CS-06, from Palm Beach Gardens, Florida: “We are hunkered down with our bees and
chickens on 2 acres. I run 5 miles a day to stay in shape in case the big one comes!”

Tom Kennedy reports the 31st Squadron Grim Reapers have been fairly quiet. Most have retired from
second jobs, though Dr. Dan Connelly still actively practices medicine in Kansas City; Phil Yavorsky is still
a contractor supporting Air Mobility Command at Scott AFB; and Tom Kennedy is still a managing
engineer for DoD’s Defense Logistics Agency in Richmond VA. Gym, part time work and leisure take up
most everyone else’s time. Most are enjoying the life of being a grandparent as well. See pix on next
page, all Grim Reapers.

Charlie & Pam Meyer family

Dan Connelly – where
are the grandkids Dan?

Tom Kennedy & grandkids

Fil & Kim Thorn with grandchild

Bud Gammon’s daughter &
grandson

Don Gross’s grandson
first haircut

Mike & Callie Hub’s family

Phil Yavorsky’s grandsons

Thanks for all the inputs and pix. You make my job easy and the columns interesting. If you are not
receiving class-related emails from me, please send me your email and I’ll include you.
“Here’s a toast…to the host…of the men we boast…the U.S. Air Force!”
Mike Arnett

