
 
Post-NCLS BBQ dinner at the Falcon Club 
(old O-Club) with members of 2023. ‘73 
L-R Bill Diffley, Ron Scott, Mike Arnett, 

Bob & Pam Munson 

Illustrious classmates, 

This year’s hybrid in-person/Zoom format NCLS went very well. Speakers were the best in several years, 
thanks in great part to your 1973 NCLS Endowment. NCLS has grown; 6600 attended including Air Force 
Chief Gen “CQ” Brown and Space Force Vice Gen “DT” Thompson along with their Command Chiefs. 
Keynote speakers were Dr. Ben Carson’s presentation (underwritten by John and Lyn Muse) and Robert 
Woodson’s (nominated by Ron Scott), which were both provocative and well received. Sully 
Sullenberger presented the inaugural Sullenberger Award for Courage in person to C-17 pilot Lt Col 
Alexander Pelbath, Class of 2021, for his role in leading the airlift effort to evacuate people from Kabul, 
Afghanistan as the Taliban took over the country. You can still see all the videos at 
https://www.usafa.edu/character/national-character-leadership-symposium-ncls/.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What has enabled NCLS to grow in both quality and size? Class Project Officer Bob Munson reported 
that we have become the biggest single funding source for NCLS. At the end of 2021 our Class Gift fund 
was worth over $2.5M.  As of the end of Feb 2022, donations totaled $1.48M of our original $1.5M goal. 
The fund spins off 4% to NCLS annually, or more than $80k this year alone. The fund will almost certainly 
continue funding NCLS through our lifetimes, and there's a good chance it will continue in perpetuity.  
Next year’s NCLS (23-24 Feb 2023) will be a warm-up for our reunion in November. 

Our class book, “Becoming Leaders of Character: The Story of the Class of 1973” is in Red Team Review 
and will be submitted to the publisher in July. We will give every member of our Legacy Class of 2023 a 
copy upon graduation, and then have a copy for our 50th reunion attendees. Mike Mosier has done a 
masterful job connecting classmates’ stories and retrospectives into a cohesive whole. My daughter 
can’t wait to get a copy. 

Mark your calendars:  we would like at least one classmate from each squadron to present the 2Lt bars 
and books to the new lieutenants at the squadron swearing in ceremonies next year. Graduation will be 
on 1 June. POTUS is scheduled to be the speaker. 

 
More ‘cue. ’73 L-R: Steve & Leslie Lorenz, 
Betty Samelson, Chris Derry, Kirk 
Samelson 



Speaking of classmates and books, Bob Decker published his Vietnam War novel, Not to Reason Why, 
earlier this year, and “T” Thompson’s book, The Flight to Excellence: Soaring to New Heights in Business 
and Life, is an Amazon Bestseller in three categories. Talk about excellence! 

The CS-37 Smilers held last year's squadron reunion in Arlington, TX in conjunction with the Army 
game.  They checked out the Fort Worth Stockyards and enjoyed dinner at Cattlemen's Steak House. 
Other than the final football score, it was a great success with the largest group they had ever had.   

 

Jeff Meints, CS-21, and Bill Patterson, CS-07, 
attended the first annual “McDavenport 
McOpen” golf tournament near Sacramento, 
CA on St. Patrick’s day to honor Mike 
Davenport, CS-07. It was put on by the Yolo 
Golf Club to raise money for bile duct cancer 
research. Stalker Reed, CS-07, noted that 
“five of CS-07’s six widows have shown 
interest in coming to our 50th reunion. Hope 
other squadrons are able to find and invite 
their widows to our 50th.  Truly, our fallen 
classmates are ‘not forgotten.’” 

  

 

CS-37 Smilers reunion at Army game in Arlington, TX. L-R: Mason Brooks 
(CS-04) and CS-37 Smilers Stefania Aulicino & Jim Condon, Jan & Eric 
Hearnsberger, Geoff Michael, Lou Befano, Ron & Susan Hoskins, Barbara 
& John Petro, Dee Bromberek, Doug & Debbie Hulsey, and Kathleen & Ed 
Heisey. 

 
Jeff Meints (L), Darla Davenport and Bill Patterson  
at the first “McDavenport Open” 



We lost Terry Geers, CS-13, in January. Steve McDavid was able to attend Terry’s memorial 20 Jan and 
sent in the pictures below. Terry’s obituary is at 
https://www.echovita.com/us/obituaries/il/naperville/terry-d-geers-14011734. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pete Penta, CS-16 Chickenhawks, passed away on 20 Mar 22. His funeral services were held in Dover, DE 
on 12 April. His obituary may be found at https://www.torbertfuneral.com/obituaries/Peter-Joseph-
Penta-Jr?obId=24443993#/obituaryInfo. I haven’t received any further information to date. 

 
Flowers from Jack Dempsey 
and family. 

Terry’s Air Force memorabilia display. 

 
Terry Geers, CS-13. 

 
Viewing/reception for Terry 19 Jan 22. 

 
Flowers sent by Bob and 
Jan Hooten. 



Roger Beigh, CS-35, passed away on 7 May 2020. His COVID-delayed Celebration of Life was celebrated 
9 Apr of this year.  

 

 

Bob and Pam Munson continued their 
crusade to reach out to classmates for 
lunch/dinner across the country. First up, 
Abilene, Texas, where they had lunch with 
Steve and Rose Kniffen and Dave Roberts. 
Steve reported, “Been back in Clyde for 22 
years now.  Over twice as long as anywhere 
else I've ever been.  Just came in from my 
woodworking shop, try to spend most 
mornings out there.  Life is good.” 

 

 

 

 

 
CS-35 attendees at Roger Beigh’s memorial, L-R: Steve and Sherry Hansel; Jim and 

Candace Soligan; Doug and Ruth Richter. Gary Cheeseman is in the back. 

 
Abilene, Texas ’73 lunch: Rose and Steve Kniffen,  

Dave Roberts, and Pam and Bob Munson 



Bob and Pam 
had the largest 
turnout 
they’ve had yet 
for a lunch in 
the DFW area. 
The only regret 
was not having 
time to catch 
up with 
everyone. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continuing in SoCal, Bob said: “Terrific 
lunch with Paula and Bill Harris in Dana 
Point.  They are in their third house, a 
fixer upper picked up on a federal 
foreclosure (the Russian owner had 
$30M in liens on the house before he 
was arrested).  What does the former 
CEO of a large commercial property 
investment/management firm do 
when he and his spouse retire?  They 
buy, fix, and flip.  Trapper and Iris 
Carpenter joined us; they are in a new 
home dealing with contractors as well, 
fixing their retirement nest to their 
liking.  They went against the 
demographic tide by moving from CO 
to CA.  All are doing very well.” 

 

 
In the DFW area: BACK:  Fil/Kim Thorn, Lynne/Dick Halfast, Willie Culbertson, Kelly 
McCullar, Joann/Bob Decker, Pam/Bob Munson  FRONT:  Beth/Tony DeRosa, 
Steve/Mary McCauley, Mike/Brenda Tillman, Roger Smith 

 
Seated: Bill Carpenter, Bill and Paula Harris 
Standing: Iris Carpenter, Pam & Bob Munson, Pam’s sister 



Bob and Pam ended this quarter’s lunchtime vistis 
with Don Ramm, “just north of San Diego at a 
restaurant on Montgomery Field.  Don's current 
task is putting his second hand homebuilt back 
together after tearing it apart.  We all need 
hobbies.” 

 

Coming soon: Bob and Pam Munson to your 
neighborhood! 

 

The Grim Reapers of 31st Squadron have been 
out and about. January found Sam Torrey, Ken 
Adams and Tom Kennedy joining Robin 
Connelly at Dan’s interment at Arlington 
National Cemetery.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

About the same time, Howard “Mitch” and Tami 
Mitchell were finally in the Antarctica after having 
their cruise rescheduled and port changed all due 
to Covid. Mitch said the trip was a “Great time!” 
They saw penguins everywhere and were able to 
catch three different species in one photo.  

 

 

 

 

 
Bob Munson and Don Ramm 

 
Sam Torrey, Ken Adams and Tom Kennedy at Dan 
Connelly’s interment at Arlington National Cemetery 



Tom Kennedy was able to join 
Don Sloan for Don’s annual 
Polar Plunge in Rehoboth 
Beach in support of the 
Delaware Special Olympics – 
this year’s event raised over $1 
million.  

 

 

 

Tom also found time to join the Richmond Ski Club on a ski 
trip to Lake Louise and Banff – a skier’s dream along with 
some snowmobiling. 

  

 

 

 

Sometime in there, Tom also found himself in South 
Florida, helping keep the wild pig population in control 
again this year. 

 

 

 

Tom gets my vote for best-traveled classmate in this 
quarter. 

 
Polar Bears Tom Kennedy and Don Sloan (L-R, center)  



 

Rich Hayes was active in supporting the 
Emancipation Parade in Charleston SC while still 
finding time to enjoy golf with a buddy.  

 

 

 

 

 

For those who might remember him, 
the Grim Reapers also located Jim 
Hocks who started with us but did not 
graduate – he’s been a doctor over all 
these years.  

 

 

 

The Reapers have this far found four 
Grim Reapers who started but did not 
graduate. Overall, a great start to the 
year for the Grim Reapers. 

  

 
Jim Hocks, daughter and granddaughter. 



Mike Arnett 
Class Scribe 
 

“Here’s a toast…to the host…of the men we boast”  
usafa73.org 
facebook.com/groups/usafa73 
mewe.com/group/603dad3c2edb8c5cb4d7ebde 
 


